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By Blaine Harden
Washington Post “ustf Writer
. Frank Terpil, un international merchant of weap-
‘ans aid toriure devices who fled his McLean home

1 Izt September to avoid New York state charges of

H aelhngmaduneg\msandfedemlclmgesoftmnmg

terrorists in Libya, has always had 2 penchant for :

‘shooting off his mouth.
In three tape-recorded meetings in Roomn No.

l

§

| 15737 of the New York Hilton in the late fall of
: " tures a hasement firing range and a bookcase that

1979‘. 'l‘erpll irrepressible gabbmg helped get him
{ -senienced last week to 53 years in prison. He was
¢ convicted in abzentia in a New York state court in
. May of conspiring to sell 10,000 machine guns to
~New York City undercover agents and for posses-
‘sion of pistols, rifles and explosives. The tapes, in-

t.rmxxadaswndcmembutml,dw;mwdedm

i “hilling insider's account of Idi Amin's bloody Ugan-
¢ ‘da and the ghoulish, amorel world of international

i -mnd i dealing,

)

. 'le:pﬂ, 41, a former CIA agent, hossted that he v

Hendcd' a state dinner in’ Kampela with Awdn -

herg tho severed head of a Ugandzm defenss min-
‘iater was presented on a large serving tray, accord-
-ing-to tape transcripts. Terpit and bis fellow arma
‘merchant, George Gxe“m’y Kerkala, olso told under-
-covée “agenta of poisoring an inpowznt patron at &
‘Beisut restaurant, witnessing grucsoms torfwes in
Uganda and training Libyans to tun nutoxr'bbdes
mw frageentation bombe.

- Both Terpil and Kczkaly ave belw\xl to be in the
Middfc Rast pursuing their internaticnal anvs busi-
‘neas, Matthew Crosson, en aseistant Mankattan dis-
‘trict attorney in chorge of the Terpil case, said yes-
\‘erday that Terpil is probably living in Dﬂmiwus,
Suia, a5l Korkala is staying at the Weirer Heaus in
“Beirat, u woll-known mesting placo for Lhc Palastine
i iberation Grganization,

Fadwin P. Wilson, euother former CIA employy
indicted with Terpil, is betizved to be lviny in Lin-
"ya, working a3 an arms procwer for Llhyan leacler
- Col. Muammar Quddnfi.

Terpd, rding to | at docu-
“ments, sold $5.2 million wo.th of weapohs, sur cii-

- bance equipment and cxplosives to Amin's govern-

roent, beginning in 1978. Before hxs deulm., with
Amin, he allegedly worked with Wilson in providing
arms and other military equipment to Libya. Terpil
and Wilson also have been linked with an aborted
assassination attempt of one of Qaddafi's pohhcal
opponants in 1976, -

Before he skipped this count.ry. Terpil lived in a
$260,000 Japanese contemporary home on Chain-
Bridge Road in McLean, less than a half mile from*
Ethel Kennedy's estate. Torpil's home, which'fea-:

opens into a network of concealed passageways, has
been seized by the Internal Reveaue Service in Lieu
ofs?_Smﬁhoninanmdtaxe; it dowh o

Terpil, who was bomn in Brooldyn, worked for the !
CIA s3 a communications specialist in the Middle!
East and Pakistan from 1965 to.1971. According to~
sources in Washington, he was fired Lecause kiy su-%
penors could not: mlerate his mdmcrmmate bcn.st K
ing. %,

Torpil, a smcky, "brown-haired iman who has spene-

- & good part of his aduit life as en arms me'ch.mta .
 shuliting between the: United States, Eurape “and |
*" Afiico, lu'st met with undescover’ agents in the Nc '

Yok Hiitor on Nov. 18, 1979, °
- Terpil tald iwo undercover agents, who were

“ing a3 Sontls American terrorists in need of machine

guns and who wero kniown:only as Raad end Rod
riguee, that Lie was an important member of Ariit

. Ugandan ent.yurage, that he supplied Amin w:thf'

weapons and poisons and thet he was the on!y'
American sliowed to w.m.m public cxecutwnf mc
Uganda.

According to tb-‘ tranraript, ’I‘erpxl launched mw
2 bizarre accciut of 2 state dinner that Amin held”
for his senior ministers. Terpil said that Anin ato
with his hands, as was hia custom Wile

“Yea, 5o ke [Amin] said fio tha assembled mln-'-
fsters}, I know which onc of you people are working
for ths Kenyans” Hs sald, “The mirdster of defense .
told 2 Now nouody Knows the minister i3 gunp.’}
Sce, ke just doest:t show up for. the dinuer and,,
Amin says we have him up at the State Resedrch
Bureau, which, man, thet was a one-way m)le.
‘ThaV's where my offices were, up there,” Terpil sayg *
in the tronscript. (Documepts found in Kampala -

after Amin was deposed in the spring of 1973 show | o

that Terpil helped traii members of the dreaded s

State Research Burcau, which engaged in murder
and torture)) *

The Terpil Lran.mpt continues: “Amin said, ‘One b=

of you people [at the table} is working for Kenya. If |
you tell me we'll let bygones be bygones’ And if a
guy believea that, hes got to be a freak. l\ol)uay.

-tells him, so they bring on the food

nanas . ... Terrible. And then they bring on the
meat.

“They put this big fm—-- tray in the middle of
table and Idi’s guy- fthe weites] lifte off the Lid ana
there is the f--—-- head cf the minister of defense.”

- Terpil, according to the transcript, told sgents
that one minister at the table gasped. Amin, sensing
he hed found the traitor, fired a bullet into e
gasping minister’s face, Torpil said.

Terpil said that the bullot was fired from a .357
magnum piato} whick e had given Amin. Eagraved
on the weapon was what Terpil described as Amia's

-fuvorlte expmsslon "l wnm. this man killed com-

pletely.®

kala, who ran an arms manufacturing firo in Nui-
loy,- N, before he fled the comfry Yast i,
uwmed 4 Jaundry lst of army avmlnu.e o the
upposed South: American terrorists.s They intluded

“American M16 rifles, Soviet Al47, i-*rrm abne

chine guns,’ ground-to-air hend-iaunched roch
laser sights and explesives. :
Korkala, -also (ried to interest the undercover
He

. sgente in poisons, accurding to the vaser DL

said he helped test, in o Reirut restausant, tia of-
fectiveniess of 60 kilos of cysnide he <oid to a mous
of Middle Enstern terrorists.
forkala: “When (l‘oy tested [tie poicon}, thLy pit
a spoenful in the guy’s soup . ... We didn't oos:
who the guy was. W krew they th-y weve going o
do ‘something [lavghter on the traascrip) a f—
gpootful in his soup and when he took a drisk
.. oni: spoanful and his head foll in tho kowl of
soup. He was gone ke that” The transcripy indi.
cates that Korkala snapped his fingers. :
Special corespoident Scott Shepard coniributed |
to this report. .
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“In the' Hikien meetings, Terpil's colleague, Kor- ‘ :



